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States will once again celebrate the histories, 
cultures, and traditions of our Hispanic Amer-
ican brothers and sisters from September 15, 
2015, through October 15, 2015. 

Hispanic Heritage Month begins each year 
on September 15, the anniversary of the inde-
pendence of five Latin American countries: 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon-
duras, and Nicaragua. Mexico and Chile ob-
serve their independence days on September 
16 and September 18. Since its inception as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week in 1968, 
which later became National Hispanic Heritage 
Month in 1988, Americans have taken this 
time to not only pay tribute to the rich culture 
and traditions of Hispanic Americans, but also 
to reflect on the numerous contributions they 
have made that have led to improvements 
within their communities, and in turn, a better 
America. 

Our nation’s success is reliant upon the rich 
heritage and cultural diversity of its people. 
Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the many 
Hispanic leaders and members of our commu-
nities who have added to the prosperity of the 
United States in every facet of society includ-
ing medicine, business, arts and entertain-
ment, sports, education, politics, and the mili-
tary. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Throughout America’s history, present, and fu-
ture, the Hispanic community has played and 
continues to play a major role in enriching the 
quality of life and culture of our great nation, 
and for their outstanding contributions they are 
worthy of the highest praise. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SEQUOIA NATIONAL 
PARK AND THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KINGS CANYON NA-
TIONAL PARK 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 16, 2015 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 125th anniversary of Sequoia 
National Park, and the 75th anniversary of 
Kings Canyon National Park. Both of these 
parks are located in California’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, which I have the honor to 
represent. 

Having been established in 1890, Sequoia 
National Park is the nation’s second oldest na-
tional park. It was created through the advo-
cacy of nearby San Joaquin Valley residents, 
who wished to protect the magnificent Giant 
Sequoias for the enjoyment and inspiration of 
future generations. 

In 1926, the park expanded to include 
Mount Whitney and the High Sierra 
backcountry. Today, it encompasses 39 Giant 
Sequoia groves, accounting for 40 percent of 
all native Sequoia groves in the world. In one 
of these groves, the Giant Forest, grows The 
General Sherman Tree. The General Sherman 
Tree is considered the largest living tree on 
earth and estimated to be approximately 2,000 
years old. 

Kings Canyon National Park was created in 
1940 to include the glacially-formed Kings 
Canyon. It also serves to protect the head-

waters of the Kings River for public recreation 
and enjoyment. The park features over 60 
miles of the Pacific Crest Trail and the John 
Muir Trail, both of which pass through spec-
tacular alpine scenery. 

Together, the parks host over 1.5 million 
visitors annually, and contribute $154 million 
to the local tourism economy. Visitors partici-
pate in a variety of outdoor recreation activi-
ties, including: hiking, camping, horseback 
riding, fishing, canoeing, and climbing. 

Mr. Speaker, on this notable occasion, I rise 
to recognize the splendor of Sequoia and 
Kings Canyon National Parks, which I hope 
will inspire all Americans to visit and recreate 
among its natural wonders. 
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HONORING SHERIFF BILL OLDHAM 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 
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Wednesday, September 16, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate my friend, Sheriff Bill Oldham, on 
being selected as the 2015 Tennessee Sher-
iff’s Association’s ‘‘Sheriff of the Year.’’ Sheriff 
Oldham received this prestigious award at the 
Tennessee Sheriff’s Association conference in 
Sevierville on Friday, July 24, 2015. This 
award was much deserved and highlights 
Sheriff Oldham’s lifelong dedication to the 
preservation of safety in the Shelby County 
community. 

A native Memphian, Sheriff Oldham grad-
uated from the Catholic High School for Boys 
and attended Memphis State University from 
1967 to 1970. He advanced to the Memphis 
Police Academy, where, in 1972, he grad-
uated as a member of the 33rd Session. Upon 
graduation, Sheriff Oldham began his career 
as a police officer. 

Sheriff Oldham was elected as Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Memphis Metropolitan 
Association of Chiefs of Police in 1993, Vice 
President in 1994, and President of the Asso-
ciation in 1995. He rose as a natural leader 
through the ranks of the Memphis Police De-
partment, earning Officer of the Year twice, 
and retired in 2000 as a director. In 2002, he 
was appointed as Chief Deputy of the Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office, and then was elected 
Sheriff of Shelby County in 2010. Sheriff 
Oldham has served the community on a na-
tional scale. In 1991, he was selected by the 
FBI as a member of the National Law Enforce-
ment Budgeting Advisory Group, and in 1995 
he graduated from the 21st Session of the 
FBI’s National Executive Institute. 

Sheriff Oldham worked tirelessly on many 
City, State, and National boards and commis-
sions encompassing credit, education, and 
corrections. Sheriff Oldham received multiple 
appointments to correctional committees from 
Governor Bill Haslam. Sheriff Oldham is an 
active member of the MMACP, the Inter-
national Association of Chiefs of Police, the 
Tennessee Sheriff’s Association, the National 
Sheriff’s Association, the Major County Sher-
iff’s Association, and is a retired member of 
the Tennessee Chiefs of Police Association. 

The Tennessee Sheriff’s Association annu-
ally selects a ‘‘Sheriff of the Year’’ who has a 
dutiful career of dedication to law enforcement 
encompassed by commitment to public safety 
and selfless leadership. 

On behalf of Tennessee’s 8th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Sheriff Oldham on re-
ceiving the Tennessee Sheriff’s Association’s 
2015 ‘‘Sheriff of the Year.’’ I wish him the best 
of luck for all future endeavors. 
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HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY, SAN BERNARDINO 
ON ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETE AGUILAR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 16, 2015 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor California State University, San 
Bernardino as it celebrates its 50th anniver-
sary. Established in 1965 as California State 
College at San Bernardino, the Inland Empire 
institution opened its doors to less than three 
hundred students. In 1984, it officially changed 
its name to California State University, San 
Bernardino. 

From starting with nearly three hundred stu-
dents in 1965, to educating and empowering 
more than 20,000 today, Cal State San 
Bernardino has become an integral part of the 
San Bernardino community. With bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral programs in five col-
leges, it provides students from all walks of life 
with endless opportunities. Educating and 
training our students for our rapidly evolving 
world is critical for the Inland Empire today 
and tomorrow. 

California State University, San Bernardino 
has been a powerful economic, social, and 
cultural force for decades. This can be seen 
through the thousands of graduates it sends 
into the workforce each year to the thousands 
of Inland Empire residents it employs. To date, 
the University has graduated more than 
80,000 people since its establishment, enrich-
ing our community and culture with innovative 
and creative minds that will continue to make 
the Inland Empire a better place to live and 
raise a family for generations to come. 

As we celebrate its 50th anniversary, we 
commend and thank the faculty, staff and stu-
dents of California State University, San 
Bernardino of the past five decades for their 
contributions to our community. 
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SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL CHILD-
HOOD CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH: HONORING HYUNDAI 
HOPE ON WHEELS 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 16, 2015 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to observe National Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month, and in doing so I 
wish to recognize Hyundai Hope on Wheels, a 
leading contributor to pediatric cancer re-
search and the fight to permanently end child-
hood cancer. 

Hope on Wheels has one wish—and it is 
one that I share as both a father and a grand-
father: to help kids fight and beat cancer so 
that each and every child can live a long, 
healthy, and joyous life. 

Each year, approximately 15,780 children 
and adolescents are diagnosed with cancer. 
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